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A message wos received from the House, informing the Sen·· 
ate that the House had passed a bill (originating in the Senate) 
IO create the l6th Judicial Oi•trict and define the time of hold
ing; courts therein, \Vith amendments. 

-0" motion of Mr Allen, the bill was taken up and amend
ments concurred in. 

On motion of Mr Hill, the reoolution passed by the Honse to 
appoint a joint select committee to make arrangements for the 
lnnuguration of the Governor and Lieut. Goven1or elect, was 
taken up and a commitlee ordered to be appointed on the part or 
the Senate. 

Messrs. Bryan, Pirkey, and Superviele were appointed •aid 
committee. 

A bill for the relief of the Buffalo Bayon, Britlos and Colora
do Rail\vay company, or their assignees in cerlain cases, together 
with the substitute offered by Mr Taylor of :Fannin, was read 
and substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr l'almer, the bill was amended by striking 
ont "June 1856," and inserting "January 1857." The bill 
was then ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr McCulloch, the rule was suspended, bill 
read o third time and pa"5ed. 

A bill for the relief ul Valentine T. Dalton, read third time 
and r•ssed. "' 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Baily; read third 
time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of James Lamb; read third time nnd 
pas!ll'd. 

A bill for the relief of lra B. Dement; read third time and 
pll!sed, 

On mation o{ Mr Marrin, the Senate adjourned till 9 o'clock 
... "-. M . ., tu-naorrow tnorning. · ' 

WEDNESDAY, December 19th, 1855. 
The Senate was called to order pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by the Cliaplain-roll called-quorum p:esent- The 

Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
A message was received from the.House informing the Senate 

ofthe adoption of the following resolution: 
R88olved, Tkat with the concurrence of th• Senate, a com· 

mittee of five, tb.ree from the House amt two from the Senate bo 
appointed by the presiding officers of each House, whose duty it 
shall be to visit tb.o Penitentiary at Huntsville, and examine into 
the condition of the same and report to the legislature during 
its present session. 



Committee on the part (If tile House, consisting of Messrs. 
Kittrell, l\Icf'own i<nd Ornbbe. 

Mr J)!illican presented tile memorial of ·wm. Oldham; refor. 
reel to the co1nmiuee on c!a1ms and aci:.ouots. 

Mr Martin presented the memorial of J. 0. Wells nnd II. 
:<.litche.1, administr<!lors ol Davi<.! R. MitcGe!; relcned to We 
•:omn1iHee on tbe Judiciary. 

~',Ir Caldwell presented 1!1e_ petition of Phillip Howard; refer . 
. n:t.! ro the connui1tee -011 pub!Jc. lauUs. 

)fr l'ouer, chairmau of tile committee on t.he Jlldiciary, to 
w!1ich was referred u "hill to be enti:lcd an act 10 chn11~c the 
'"' c of ;,o/cliug the c•JUl'lti in the lil!h Judicial District," reported 
tiJej san1e back \Vfth a suhstilUle 1herefOr~ reconitne-ndiug tbt: 
:.doption of i!rn·substitutc <1ud the passage of the bill. 

Mr S"pcniele, from the co111mluee on 1he Ju<licinrl', mndc 
the followiHg report' · 

The commill~e 011 the Judiciary to which wns referred the pe· 
taio.u.cf .Jnsf: De ._Tcsns Rodrigue"Zi pruying for relief~ ""''e con-
01d~red the surm> «!id find from the evldeuce that 1!Je petitioner 
~.'.'US th\~ le!{itiuiutc.: child and ~-oh~ l1eit-itt~lt-1\v of Jose lJe Jesu::c: 
i~oduriguez and JauuH ·1·.revi110 his \vif~ i. that ::>•lid pe1i1ioner·\vtts: 
L:)r11 in. 8;.i.u JiJJlonio al lhe LH·aiuning of the V~11r 1~35 u .. nd hus 
;11 \Vll)'S beri;u tt resident of t!ii~ Su-~re ~ th:'!:t hi.., fattier the·:t";aiU 
~To~t' De .Je~us llodri~n .. z~ \Vas~!. cii:iz~~j ci[ the S1.i:1te of 11.~extt~; 
"" the day of 1110 t.leclarn.lion nf lll<lepe11donce, and n head ot' a 
!->mily; wa; en1i1le<l ton l•ngne and lt1hor of land; that ii ar· 
l'e.usfrom u c~riific,tte deli1'en•tl lly rile General Land Commis
,joner, that tht•re is uo evid%Ce oa file. iu his office that s.aiu 
J O>c De Jesus !lod1i~ue;,; evei> dit .. ined a title frnm the State of 
Co11.lrnla and Te:rns, nor a certificate nf the first or second el:is~ 
rccomm<•nd~d to ~im, or other evidenci lbnt Ile obtained a hend 
nght fn}m th" Rep1H>lic or State of Texas; 1hut 1he sni<l JO'se de 
,Je~us Hodrit;uez vohrn1eered his serdces iu fov<>r of the liberlv 
an~ in~el)endence of ~l.ie coumry;. that he 1ouka11 :1c1ive pmi iii 
th<! \V1ir f(o1~i its lie;i1111b~ ;_ thnt l'ie Wus nt 1he stormiu~ 01: Bex
·•r;.,mltl"~cmtfooerf 'l!l the.setvice of the Tcx:m Army till he was 
!li11ed· ':\t 1hi; ero!s>iirla; of rh_i, OOl•'rado in lbe month of Mnv lo3G; 
tiint the p~titioner whs left i1t1 ntplt"n 111.d 1hot ns· stwl; li;i. i-< 
,i~tfv ·etilille..i to nlI the ri~hw nf ·,')hleh hi>< decensed·'ta'ther· 
wns pi,ssessed at thn 1itt1~ of his u~mh, 1111dnr 11ie l Otfi seclio/i of 
:he ·general provj'\lion~ .,f Hie e"ns1itntinn of. the Republi'C of 
Tcsa~·; ihnt the {JC\i1i1limr was yet ti i11i11nr, when the board of 
hnd comtnis>imre1~·1rns closed, and tl!ot hv iea,on of l!is minor. 
ii)." he was u11aLle-1ri i>sserc hi~ rights at the proprr 1im~, and be
fore t!\e propef" nuth\l!ilr; that 'itrider these circtlmStftllC€S he 
c~nnu1 go elsewhere than to the Legisiatnre for .relief. 
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from tl>c:se con,ider"tions the committee lmve instructed me 
lo report tho accompanying bill and recolllmend its passage. 

A bill for the yc)tcf of tile Heirs of Jose Maria llodrig11€z: 
rc<•d first time. 

Mr Russell frllm the committee on private lu11d claims, No. ~l 
to which was referred the petition of .Benjamin Bryant, reported 
a bill foi· his relief nnd recommended its p1tsrnge. 

A bill for tl1e relief of l3enj. Bryant; rettrl first time. 
}fr 1-lill, from tlie coinmitltl~ ou private laud clai1m, made the 

followmg rer ort; 
'l'he committe~ 011 privmc land claims tio. 1, to wbich was re

ferred~. a biU snppl~·uu.~111nry to :.?.n rrct ~()r 1!1e relief of Jttn1es \\' 
111"gotlin <.<11d llt•gh Step!w11>ou '' aud a hill for tho relict ol 
S1!11eon Ilarr. hn\•c- cousid1..•red the srtllll). 

rl'ht: c;:nnuiiu.ee ~.-e sutistied frorn the ~vjd,1nce beil-.re tlu:n1~ 
that the locatio11~ or the conificates for the amo1111t oflm1tl, unme<l 
in the above na:n,«l bills wa5 made long before tlie creHtiou of 
the~' Pacific I:er:Prve.,!' hut that 0\'1ing-to 1bc fuel tbo.t 1n1tent::i 
of lirncls 011 1l1e !tio {;rnnde were 1•roh1llited from issniug on 1he 
rnrrns of au act provi'1i11g for llrn inve,tigHtion <Jf land tillt•s 
·.vesL of the Ke11ces river, "Pill'OVcd ,and the additional 
f.1~l th>il Jar 1l lo11g time 1he olflce of District Snrv(<yor in the El 
Paso li.nd disrdct wns vacant, so th1'1 the tiled note~ to said land~ 
could uot IJe relllrucd lo the G~IH!:"•i l!lnd oflfoe. The commit
tee ;ire ~ali>fied that tl;e~e i11didd1rn!s hnve 11sed e'.'ery effort 111 
;.ltlrt\,ct 1hei1· titles lo these luad~, th«t t11ey are Ill the peucP.abJe 
uud nndispu!ed pa,;•rcsion of 11Je ""11e; nnder all the cirnm11-
sl1111cc~, yuur commiu~e am of opi nlrin thM the suhjeet is u prop' 
er 011e,for \lie e.~1e1J•1nn or rciid. l nm then•forn in~truct~d w 
report roiil !;ill~ .tJ,.ck 10 ~he Sc:nal<', rec1Hm11ew.li11g their pass-
qQ ' 

:\fr Scull, ch"irn1ltr1 of t!ie -:ummittee 011 puhlic !unils, rnatlc 
the !0Hl"r\1tiu~ rPpdfl : -. 

Th" eom•nittee on public lands, to which WRS reforred \I bill 
to defh1e in pal't the fifth Seu:norial <lis11·1ct, hu•·e cnuslderei) the 
s11111e :md find th•t~ tile eonmies of Johuson nud Pnrker, Which 
are proposed bl' the bill la be ncld!ld 10th<> fiflti Sclliltorinl :tlis
!rict were created iu pnrt fmm the terriwry whlcb b~long<id 10 
aud iQrm~cl n pare of lhe 18th Semi.tori,.! dislrict; anti as th&fGO
s!il!Hion ofr!Jis ::lrnle in the 31th see. uf the 7th Artidt1, pr1>v!des 
1h:•t "every uew coant)' us to Iha rigl.t of snftra~e all~· ~p1·e
~entullou, sh::dl be consiuen~d ;1s p<trt vftbe cotmty or eritmties 
1'roim which It wa~ lnke1i. nntil e111itlcil bv nmn!Jers io 1he rial1t • ~ . ' .•. 9 
"I seperate represcut(l.tion," nnd yotir commit1ee, enterl!'>ltlln;< 
11,he opit1io:i that to puss 1he liill would be n violn•ion of~ai'il pro-
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visions-therefore the committee report the bill back, recom
mending its indefinite postponement. 

Mr Hill, from the committee on private land claims, mnrle the 
following report: 

The committee on private land claim•, no. 1, to which was 
referred the petition of the heirs of Henry Applewhite, have 
r.onsidered the •ame and find that said Applewhite emigrated to 
Texas in the year 1833, and that he continued to reside in Texas 
up to the time of his death in 183~. The commillee are of opin
ion thnt as he came to Texas and evinced his intention of set
tling aud re1naining therein, and died without having received 
his head-ril{hl; that his heirs are entitled to one third of a 
league of land and have instructed me to report the accompa
nying bill nnd recommend its passage. 

A bill !or the relief of the heirs of Henry Applewhite; read 
first thne. 

Mr Scott, chairman of tl.e committee on public lands, mads 
the followinl!' report : ' 

The committee to ,vhich was refen·ed the "bill for the relief 
of the professional men of the cit)' of Austin,'' have considered 
the same. The conimittee can sec no beneficial resnlts that will 
accrue to the Stnre in 1naking such nn appropriation us contem
)Jlated by the bill 0111 of the public IJ!ollies, and therefore deem 
it inexpedient and irnp111itic to grant such privileges and make 
ouch nprropriations to the few. ' 

The committee would further recommend that the committee 
on public printi•11r be instructed to request the proprietors of the 
Tri-Weekly newspapers to discontinue the publication of all mat
ters foreigu to the proceedings of the legislature, and unless th• 
aaid sheets. are furnished free from professional cards, legal ad
vertisements and political discussions, the &aid committee are to 
threaten said proprietors with au entire discontinuance of the 
aaid sheets. 

Mr Scott mot'ed to suspend rule, and take up the report; the · 
motion carried. · 

Mr, Caldwell t>ft'ered th~ followinir amendment_: . 
Strike out the last two lutes, and insert 1: sn1d commntee are 

authorized to notify them that the papers will be discontinued." 
The amendment was adopted and the report as amended, also 

adopted. 
Mr Taylor of Fannin, chairman of the committee on private 

land claims, no. 1, to which was referred the petition of Charles 
Gilchrist, reported a bill for his relief'. 

_A bill for the relief of Charles Gilcrist; rend firet time. 
lCr Taylor of F•nni!I, chairman of the same committee, mad• 

ilhe .following report : 
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The committee on private land. claims, no. l, have bad under 
consideration the House bills for the relief of R. A. Powdrell, 
for 320 acres of land, E. :M. Thomason, Richardson T •. Barnett 
and John Clark, and a bill for the relief of C. M. Goolaly, all of 
which appear to be entitled to the lionntiea ofland allowed, and 

· indicated by the bills, by the action of the House of Rep,resen
rarives-therefore the commtttee recommend the passage of the 
bills. 

The committee on private land claims, have considered the 
petition ef C. R. Perry and that of Simon Cockrell, John Neil 
and Creed Taylor, asking for lands in consequence of wound& 
be received in defence of the country. The committee are of 
opinion that they have no jurisdiction over any matter other 
than in case where the party is or would be entitled to land nn· 
der some law of Texas. The applicants claim to not be of that 
class. The committee therefore ask that the claims be referred 
to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr Grimes introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs. of 
Samuel Sa" yers dec'd. ; read 1st and 2nd times and referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims, no. 2. 

Mr McCulloch introduced a bill to open the Anditorial Boatd 
for the benefit of persons holding claims against the late. Re
public of Texas for personal services; tead 1st and 2nd times 
and referred to the committee on the Public Debi. . , . 

Mr McCulloch also introduced a bill for tile relief of the 
heirs of Wilson J Riddle deceased; read 1st 11nd .. 2nd times 
and referred to the committee on claims and account~. 

Mr Scott introduced a bill to amend the caption and first 
see.tion of an act to incorporate the Texas Western Rail Road 
Company, approved Feb. 16th, 1855; read 1st and 2nd 1imee 
aool. referred to the Judiciary committee. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. . . 
Mr. Grimes moved to take up the resoli:t1ion of the Honse, 

referring to the appointment of a committee to examine into 
Penitentiary affairs-carried. , . 

Mr. Taylor of Caes, moved to amend by striking out "five" 
and inserting "three, " one from the Senate and two from th!! 
Honse, the amendment was adopted. Mr Palmer moved I• 
lay the resolution on the table-lost. 

Mr Palmer then offered the following amendmenl: add "And 
a like committee to examine tbe Galveston Canal a11d the Har
risburg and Houston Rail Roada,--which on motion of Mr Rn•· 
sel was laid on the table. · ' 

Mr Guion offered the following amendment: "Pfovided 
; f ,• !!5 
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aaid, cpmmitte. e.r.lll'"'· e said. exam.inati9n at their own expense." 
Mr.Palmer ol!,ered the tellowing as a enbstitate: "And tha• 

•.aid, committ~e.'be.provided with a'prlvaie secretary, and· have 
tl)eir .tr~xellng~;xpenses advanc~~ to lhe!J1, but.shall not· been& 
tled to .1I1iJeage'.'..c...adopted. 

;r.t.~ G~i!i!es m~ved to strike out "private ~ec~\Rry"~lost. 
Mr Plarilii:an proposed as an amendment, " and that a ca11-

CJll! .be held to elect a clerk." 
.. Oil: motioi{ of Mr Grimes. the resolntion and amendmenia 
fer~ t,ar~ ,on the table. · · . _ . · · 

· 'Q'n, !!'qi!?!' of Mr Bryan . the bill for the improvement of the 
~it~" qf the State was m~de the special order for to-morrow 
at i?.r?'.i:Jqcµ, · " · . · · · . · . . . , t J11.e!i8age was re~e1~ed froin the Houte, mfonmng·the Sen

: aiji,tJi!lf the Honse h.a'd ad.opted the following resolntio!J·: · · 
' '. R'elotfed, That the S~nate concnrring the House of Repre-

• se!ltativ<lS ,will adjourn on Friaay'the 2ts(, until the 31st day of n c.' 1s1Js. · · · · · · · ·· · · 
1 

''bn' 'rii()tfon.· of Mr White, the rep0rt of the cominittee on 
r.tl1e Pri.va!!i ,Land Claims', on th~ p. etition of Juan J)elagado, wa1 
· t.jken·up ~n{ adopted~' · · ·· ·· · ' 
, '}lie'repor,t.of the c9mmittee on the Public Debt., on" A bill 
giving the as~.~nt of thi> St~te:or 'lfaxas to an 1;1ct to provide for 

, :he payment of such creditors of the late Republic of Texas ao 
, ar~. cpll;ipr~~ended i,n. t~e ad of Copgr.~~s pf S~pi 9t.h, 1850, 

wli1cli w~ p;ls,s~d at ,the ,2!1d Session of the Thirty-third Con
.,g:r"'".' ~gn,e Umted States1 and .approved F~b, 28th, 1855," re
'·1.'~~t\ll~td~\~f"-~/:f. to th.e p~lf, .be1ng the special order of the day 

'"Ylti~J.;1ti~~·of Mf'Palmer tlie rkport was laid on the table. 
On motion of. Mr, Tayior ilfl<annfo; ·the Senate ad'journ6d 
·13 'pl k P'~" ·"'' ... t ,._.,,, ., ?nnu o oc , , .w.. : · · 

. ··"'"~ 1 .. l' '" 1»ui_: ... 1~··1·· . :· .. _ 3 , I k p M 
,, .. ;'''" .. .,; .. ' . ococ .' . 

Senate inet'-roll called'-"'qiiorµm present. . · 
".- , :Ch~·:.P!1l:il.i.!l d~!J~ hi\! ~eing under consi!leration when the 
• Sen~\~ \l~JOiffnedj ~~,tl\ken np. · . · 
., liJr l?oft~f moy~fl n ~~11 of the Honse. Absentees, Messn. 

Burroughs and Hord. · 
;. · M~ ~edi~o fresent.e~ ~k~ .memorial of Eliz~beth Brow~jng; 
."rnferr~il t<;1 tq~ cqmrnitte~ 011 private land ~lm~_s, no. I. :. 
·' .. On mot1~Q,pf.Mr Allen, thereportoftheJnd1c1ary committee 

on a hifl fo incorporate Milain Lodge No. 2i\ of 1. <;to. F. w1111 
. ,taken up, an!J ~j~ prdered to he engrossed. · 

Mr Allen moved the suspension of the rule, carried, and bill 
read'thlrd times and passed unanimously. 



Mr Allen, chairman of the committoe on enrolled bills re· 
ported "a bili to create the 16th Judicial District," · correctly 
enrolled, properly signed, and this day presented to the·Gov· 
crnor. 

Mr Wren moved to adjourn until 9 A. M. to-morrow-lost. 
Mr Taylor of Cass, moved suspension of the call-carried. 
Mr Sco<t introduced a" joint resolution on the subject of o.r 

public debt," as a substitute for the bill. 
Mr Whitaker mo>·ed to lay the substitute on the table. 
Mr Scott moved to lay both bill and substitute on tile table. 
On motion -01' Mr Wren the Senate adjourned till 9 A. M. 

to morrow. 

TuuRSD.lY, December 20ih, 1855, 
The Senate was c..tled to order by the President, pursuant ie 

adjournment-roll call€d-qnorum present. 
'fhe Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
M~ Hill .presented !he pe1i1ion of Anthon Lemc&ol and that 

-0f Jahn Calll,fll>ell; reterred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims, No, 2. . 

Mr Burroughs presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
J'asper; referred to the committee on !ittemal Improvements. 

Mr Potter, cbairm•n ol the Judicinry committee, lo which 
was referred "a bill to amend !he caption and first section of all 

act to i:ieorporate the Tt.!xas "\Vestern Railroad company,'' ap· 
proved February 16th, 1854; reported the same back, and re
eomtnendr.d its passage. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the same committee, made the follow-
ing report: . 

"The Judiciary committee, to which was referred the petition 
of Isabella Wingate and John Collins, praying that the Commis
sioner el the General Land Office be authorized to issuo to·them 
as the heirs and legal representatives of Edward Wingate, pat
ents le the lands located by virtue o( certificate, No. 39, errone
ously issued as alleged iu said petition, in 1he name of Bdward 
Wingate for one-third league of laud, with the report thereon, by 
the committee on Private Land Claims, have con•i<lered the sa~e1 
report them back to the Senate, and request to be dischargec 
Cr&m the further consideration thereof. , ... ,. 

Mr· Caldwell, chairman ot the committee on· Indian atfairs, 
made the following report: . . ... 

'l'he committee on Indian affairs, to which wes referre.d a bill 
for the relief of Samuel Rowe, have considered the:eall,le, an.d 
from the evidence submitted, are satisfied that said Rowe has 


